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DIALOGUE  X. 

Paulinus.  What  is  your  eighth  argu- 
•nent,  to  prove  that  Christ  died  fur  the  e- 
feet  only  ? 

Aspaaio.  It  is  this  :  “  It  is  derogntory  to 
the  honor  of  the  Kedecmer,  that  so  great  a 
portion  itf  thtise  for  whom  he  died,  should 
ultimately  perish.  It  isan  unworthy  thought 
of  the  .Almighty  Saviour,  that  he  should  per¬ 
mit  Satan  to  triumph  over  millions  of  those 
whom  he  purchased  with  hi3  own  blood.” 

•  P.  This  argument  begs  the  question  a- 
galn.  It  supposes  that  Christ  did  not  die 
for  any  but  those  he  intended  to  save.  It 
would,  indeed,  be  “derogatory  to  the  hon¬ 
or  of  the  Redeemer,”  that  a  great  portion 
of  those  whom  he  intended  to  save  “should 
tdtimately  perish.”  It  would,  indeed,  be 
“  an  unworthy  thought  of  the  Almighty  Sa¬ 
viour,  that  he  should  permit  Satan  to  tri¬ 
umph  over  millions  of  those  whom  he”  in¬ 
tended  to  save.  But  that  is  not  the  case. 
He  saves  all  he  intended  to  save.  And  he 
accomplishes  the  ohjerts  he  bad  in  view  in 
dying  for  others.  AVhat  these  objects  are, 
has  been  already  shown.  What  is  your 
ninth  argument  ? 

ji.  It  is  this  :  “  This  doctrine  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  atonement  takes  away  from  the  true 
believer  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  ed¬ 
ifying  views  of  this  event  which  can  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  him.  When  he  contemplates  the 
death  of  Christ,  he  beholds  the  most  strik¬ 
ing  and  affecting  manifestation  of  the  spe¬ 
cial  love  of  God  to  him  :  But  if  the  atone¬ 
ment  is  as  much  for  reprobates  as  for  him, 
bow  is  it  an  evidence  of  any  great  and  spe¬ 
cial  love  ?  It  is  no  ground  of  consolation  to 
know  that  Christ  loved  me,  and  gave  him¬ 
self  for  me,  because  a  reprobate  may  know 
the  same.” 

P.  How  can  it  be  any  satisfaction  to  me, 
to  enjoy  the  common  blessings  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  unless  I  have  them  ail  to  myself? — 
How  can  it  he  any  gratification  to  me,  to 
sit  down  to  a  table  loaded  with  all  the  dain¬ 
ties  in  nature,  if  other  persons  are  invited 
as  well  as  I  ?  How  can  it  he  any  consola¬ 
tion  to  me,  to  know  that  I  am  going  to  hea- 
to  enjoy  thojpresence  of  my  God  and 


Saviour,  if  millions  of  the  human  race  are 
to  enjoy  them  as  well  as  myself?  My  en* 
joyments  of  them  will  surely  be  diminish¬ 
ed,  in  exact  proportion  to  the  number  of 
those  who  shall  with  me  be  partakers  of 
them.  Are  these  Christian  feelings  ?  Are 
they  agreeable  to  the  common  feelings  of 
humanity^  what  is  it  hut  naked  sclfishntttf 
What  is.your tenth  argument? 

.4.  It  is  this:  “The  sacred  scriptures io 
many  places  restrict  the  death  of  Christ  to 
his  people.” 

P.  Will  you  favor  me  with  some  of  these 
many  places.” 

.4.  Yes.  Christ  says,  “I  lay  down  my 
life  for  the  sheepf*  Again  it  is  said,  “The 
Church  which  he  purchased  with  bU  own 
blood.” 

P.  But,  where  is  the  restriction  ?  I  con¬ 
fess,  I  do  not  see  it.  He  laid  down  his  life 
“/or  the  sheepf'  Who  disputes  that  ?  If  it 
was  the  will  of  God  “that  he  should  taste 
death /or  every  man,”  he  roust  of  course, 
have  laid  down  his  life  for  the  sheep'^ 

Ji.  I  acknowledge  “that  these  and  such 
like  passages,  do  not  in  to  many  words,  de¬ 
clare  that  he  died  fur  no  others.  Yet  they 
have  no  force  or  apparent  propriety,  un¬ 
less  thus  understood.” 

P.  You  acknowledge,  then,  that  the 
passages  you  mention,  do  not  expressly 
“restrict  the  death  of  Christ  to  his  people.” 
The  whole  force  of  your  argument,  then, 
comes  to  this :  These  passages  do  not  appear 
to  you  to  have  any  force  or  propriety,  unless 
you  understand  them,  agreeably  to  your 
own  scheme.  But  if  we  form  our  opinions 
first,  and  then  interpret  the  scriptures  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  make  them  accord 
with  our  opinions,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  nev¬ 
er  come  to  any  certainty  respecting  any  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  bible. 

Jl.  But,  “if  Christ  laid  down  his  life  for 
his  sheeps  as  such,  whether  yet  called 
or  not,  then  he  lays  not  down  his  life  for 
the  goats,  or  for  those  who  are  not  of 
his  fold.  If  he,  as  the  shepherd,  lays  down 
liis  life,  then  certainly  for  none  but  hi9 
sheep.” 

P.  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  admitting,  that" 
their  is  a  sense,  in  which  Christ  laid  down 
his  life  for  the  sheep,  in  which  he  did  not 
for  others.  But  I  contend,  also,  that  therf 
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H  a  sente  in  ithich  he  laid  down  his  life  for 
all  alike.  As  far  as  his  object,  in  layin;; 
down  his  life,  was  to  secure  the  salvation  ol 
those  for  whom  he  died,  he  laid  down  hi^ 
life  for  the  sheep  only  ;  for  he  never  inten- 
d(‘d  to  secure  the  salvation  of  any  others. 
B<it  as  far  as  his  object,  in  laying  down  his 
life,  was  to  place  men  in  a  state  of  proha 
tion,  ill  a  state  in  which  they  might  be  sa¬ 
ved  if  they  would,  in  a  state  in  which  their 
salvation  or  perdition  should  depend  entiie- 
ly  upon  their  own  v()luntary  choice,  so  far 
h-  laid  down  his  life  for  all  alike.  If  you 
understand  these,  and  such  like  passages, 
In  the  first  sense,  i  have  no  objection  ;  for 
on  that  point  wo  have  no  dispute.  Cat  to 
infer  from  that,  that  he  could  have  rjt»  ob¬ 
ject  in  laying  down  ins  liff  bo  orherp  is  to 
take  for  granted  the  vei}  point  in  dispute. 
The  passages  you  mention  are  totally  silent 
on  that  suliject ;  and  tlierefoie  are  uottting  } 
to  the  purpose.  Have  you  any  other  ar¬ 
gument  to  prove  that  Christ  died  for  the 
elect  only  ? 

A.  jfes.  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  doc- 
tCne  of  particular  elei  tion,  to  bU]»pose  that 
Christ  died  for  all  men. 

/*.  How  so  ? 

A.  The  doctrine  of  election  is,  that  God 
gave  a  eertain  munbci  of  our  fallen  race  to 
the  Son,  and  the  salvation  of  these  he  un¬ 
dertook  to  accomplish  by  laying  down  his 
life.  To  suppose,  therefore,  that  all  men 
Were  given  to  him,  and  that  he  undertook 
to  save  all,  hy  I. tying  down  his  life,  is  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  doctrine  of  election. 

P.  This  is  not  my  view  of  the  doctrine 
of  election.  You  put  the  doctrine  of  elec¬ 
tion  in  the  wrong  place,  and  confound  the 
decree  of  election  with  the  covenant  of 
redemption.  My  view  of  the  subject  is 
this:  All  men  sinned — (ylirist  laid  down  his 
life  for  all — the  ofler  of  mercy  is  author¬ 
ized  to  be  made  to  all — All,  with  one  con¬ 
sent,  refuse  the  offer.  Here,  then,  comes 
in  the  purpose  of  election — God  determin¬ 
ed  that  he  would  make  some  wriiing  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  offer.  And  in  pursuance  of  this 
delennination,  he  sends  his  Spirit  to  make 
them  willing  in  the  day  of  tiis  power. 

A.  “To  this  theory  1  object,  that  there 
is  no  succession  in  the  divine  decrees,  but 
God  wills  all  things,  hy  one  most  com-pre- 
liensive  and  perfect  purpose.” 

P.  I  grant  that  there  is  no  succession  in 
the  divine  decrees,  as  to  the  order  of  time. 
They  have  all  existed  from  eternity.  Bui 
there  is  a  succession  in  the  order  of  nature  ; 
and  you  yourself  suppose,  it,  as  much  as  1 


•In.  You  suppose  that  it  was  determined- 
iiat  man  should  fall,  and  need  a  Savimir; 
and  that,  in  consequence  of  this,  God  dc'- 
ermi'ned  to  provide  a  Saviour  for  a  part  of 
itiankind. 

A.  “  Admitting  an  order  in  the  divine 
•  Icerees,’*’  the  <iider  you  suppose  “is  pre* 
posteriMis ;  because  it  supposes  God  to  de¬ 
termine  upon  <1  most  important  and  costly 
means,  before  he  liud  purposed  any  partic¬ 
ular  end  to  he  aecomplished  hy  it  ” 

P.  Not  at  all.  The  particular  end  Goi 
had  in  view’  to  accomplish  was  bis  own 
glory.  As  means  to  accomplish  this  great 
end,  Infioite  Wi-doin  has  devised.  Infinite 
(iotxincss  adopted  and  Infinite  Power  is  car¬ 
rying  into  exeeution,  the  whole  plan  of  the 
divine  administration.  This  great  plan  in¬ 
cludes  all  events.  All  events,  therefore, 
are  to  he  cvjp.sidered  as  means,  which  infi¬ 
nite  wisdom  has  contrived,  to  operate  in 
ditiVieni  ways,  fi)i  the  accomplishment  of 
this  gi  »-at  end.  The  fall  of  man,  the  death 
of  Christ  for  all,  the  ofler  of  mercy  to  all, 
the  rejeeiion  of  the  (»ffer  by  all,  the  making 
of  some  willing  to  accept  it,  the  salvatiuu 
of  those  w  ho  do  accept  it,  the  aggravated 
condemnation  and  final  perdition  of  those 
wjio  peisist  in  tlieir  refusal — these  are  all 
means,  and  “  most  important  and  costly 
means”  too,  fur  the  accomplishment  of 
that  great  end.  And  1  see  not  wliy  the 
order  in  vvljich  1  have  mentioned  them  is 
not  their  ii.itur«'d  order. 

A.  But  I  have  another  objection  :  your 
scheme  “  furnishes  no  snflicient  motive  to 
produce  such  a  grand  event, ”  as  Christ’s 
dying  for  .*111  men. 

P.  No  sufficient  motive  !  Is  the  gloiy 
of  God  no  sufficient  motive?  Where  will 
yoij  find  one  of  greater  magnitude  ?  But 
the  envis  accomplished  hy  Clirist’s  dying 
for  all  men  have  been  already  pointed  out. 

I  need  not  repeat  them  here.  Have  you 
any  other  argument  to  prove  that  Christ 
died  for  the  elect  only  ? 

A.  I  have  mentioned  the  principal ;  hut 
I  will  suggest  one  moie,  the  identify  of 
Atonement  and  Pedemplion.  As  they  sig¬ 
nify  the  same  thing,  all  w1h>  are  atoned 
for,  are  redeemed.  But  the  elect  only  are 
redeemed  ;  therefore,  llie  atonement  was 
made  for  none  else. 

P.  Atonement  and  redemption  are  not 
the  same  thing.  Atonement  is  satisfaction 
for  sin;  redemption  is  deliverance  from  sin. 
The  atonement  was  finished  when  Christ 
rose  from  the  dead  ;  but  tiu'  redemption 
of  any  individual  is  net  finished,  till  he  is 
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■fi  ced  frorn  sin,  by  complete  sarictitiratiori,  & 
Fereivtid  to  heaven.  Christ  is  said  to  have 
“obtained  eternal  redemption  (or  nb  not 
Hernal  atonement,  surely.  The  apostle  ex¬ 
horts  Christian^  “  Grieve  not  the  H»»ly 
Spirit  of  God,  tv  hcrehy  ye  are  sealed  unti) 
the  day  o(ridemption.;''  not  the  day  ofo- 
tonement,  for  that  was  past  already.  And 
wh»*n  the  Son  of  Man  shall  he  seen  coniin;; 
?n  the  clouds  of  heaven,  his  people  are  ex¬ 
horted,  “  Thttn  look  up  and  lilt  up  your 
beads;  for  your  redemption  drawtth  nigh;'* 
rsol  your  atouetnent  drawetli  nigh,  for  that 
was  accomplished  long  since.  If  atone¬ 
ment  and  redemption  were  the  same  thing, , 
it  wmild  he  as  improper  to  pray  for  re¬ 
demption  as  for  atonement.  To  pray  for 
atonement,  would  bo  to  pray  that  Christ 
might  die  again.  No  Cliristian  prays  for 
atonement.  But  Christians  may  pray  for 
redemption.  They  may  pray  with  the 
scripture  saints,  *•  Draw  nigh  unto  my  soul, 
and  redeem  it” — “  Redeem  me,  and  he  merci¬ 
ful  utito  me.”  Atonement  and  redemption, 
the»  efore,  are  dilferent  things  :  and  the  ar- 
g'Hueut  whicii  is  huiit  upon  their  identity, 
is  built  upon  the  sand. 

DIALOGUE  XI. 

*7.  Will  you  state  your  arguments,  to 
prove  that  Christ  die»l  for  all  men  ? 

P  .>Iost  of  them  have  been  brought  in¬ 
to  view,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  dis¬ 
cussion  ;  Init  I  will  briefly  repeat  them. 

1.  All  who  hear  the  gospel,  are  invited 
to  partake  of  its  blessings.  But  if  Christ 
has  not  died  for  them  all,  they  cannot  be 
sincerely  invited.  The  invitation  amounts 
to  a  declaration  that  there  is  salvation  pro¬ 
vided  for  them,  which  they  may  have  if 
they  will.  If  Christ  has  not  died  for  them 
all,  this  declaration  is  untrue,  and  the  invi¬ 
tation  a  mere  mockery. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  ail  who  hear 
the  go.spel,  to  accept  of  Christ  as  their  Sa¬ 
viour.  But  it  cannot  be  their  duty,  if  Christ 
lias  not  died  for  them.  It  cannot  be  the 
duty  of  devils  to  .accept  of  Christ  as  their 
Saviour,  for  he  did  not  die  for  devils. 

S.  Those  who  refuse  to  accept  of  Christ 
as  their  Saviour,  are  condemned  and  pun¬ 
ished  for  their  unbelief.  But  how  can  they 
bo  justly  punished  for  not  accepting  a  Sa¬ 
viour  who  was  never  provided  for  them. 

4.  The  atonement  was  a  satisfaction  to 
public  justiee,  designed  to  render  it  consist¬ 
ent  for  God  to  show  mercy  ;  and  from  its 
very  nature  must  he  general. 

All  men  do  receive  many  blessings  at 


the  hands  of  God,  as  you  have  granted.— 
And  “this  occuis  in  consequence  of  th» 
mediation  of  Christ,”  as  you  have  also 
granted  ;  for  where  there  is  no  atonement, 
no  mercy  can  be  shown.  Since  many 
mercies,  therefore,  are  actually  bestowed 
upon  all  men,  on  account  of  ChrisCs  death, 
it  follows,  that  Christ  died  for  all. 

G.  Ail  men  are  placed  here  in  a  state  of 
probation.  A  slate  of  probation  for  eterni* 
(y,  necei^sarily  supposes,  that  those  who 
enjoy  it  have  an  opportunity  to  secure  their 
I'tcrnal  salvation.  But  those  for  whom 
Christ  did  not  die,  have  no  such  opportuni¬ 
ty.  No  exertions  of  theirs,  could  ever  ren¬ 
der  it  possible  for  them  to  he  saved. 

7.  The  testimony  of  scripture  is  express 
and  full  upon  this  subject.  Let  me  remind 
you  of  w  hat  you  have  said  yourself.  **  This 
is  a  point  of  too  much  magnitude  to  be  de<^ 
cided  by  mere  reasoning.  Let  iis  hear 
what  God  hath  spoken.  *  To  the  law  and 
the  testimony,*  we  make  an  appeal.**  "What, 
then,  do  the  scriptures  say  upon  this  sub- 
ject  ? 

1  John  2.  2.  “  And  he  is  the  propitiation 
for  our  sins  ;  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  aU 
so  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  worlds 

Heh.  2.  9.  “  But  we  see  Jesus,  who  was 
made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  for  the 
suffering  of  death,  crowned  with  glory  and 
honor ;  that  he  hy  the  grace  of  God  should 
taste  death  for  even;  man,** 

1  Tim.  2.  G.  “  Who  gave  himself  a  ran¬ 
som  for  all,  to  be  testified  in  due  time.** 

2  Cor.  5.  14.  1 5.  *♦  For  the  love  of  Christ 
coDStraineth  us,  because  we  thus  judge,  that 
if  one  died /or  all,  then  were  all  dead.  And 
that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live 
should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves, 
hut  unto  him  which  died  for  them,  and 
rose  again.” 

John  1.  29.  “The  next  day,  John  seeth 
Jesus  coming  unto  him,  and  saith.  Behold 
the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the 
sin  of  the  world  .”* 

John  3.  16.  “For  God  so  loved  the  woildf 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  helieveth  in  him  should  not  per¬ 
ish,  but  have  everlasting  life.’* 

That  Christ  died  for  some  who  actually 
perisli,  see  2  Pet.  2.  1.  “  But  there  were 

false  prophets  also  among  the  people,  even 
as  there  shall  be  false  teachers  among  you, 
who  privily  shall  bring  in  damnable  here¬ 
sies,  even  denying  the  Lord  that  bought 
them,  and  bring  upon  themselves  swift  de¬ 
struction.” 

I  Ji»  But  you  muet  admit  that  the  words 
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X»orldMd  allf^re  sometimes  used  in  a  lim¬ 
ited  scDse  ;  and  therefore  they  may  he  so 
used  in  these  passages.  “  The  word  world 
is  used  in  the  sacred  scriptures  for  the 
tvhole  fabric  of  heaven  and  earth,  sometimes 
for  the  heavens  distinguished  from  the 
Oarth,  for  the  men  in  the  world,  either  the 
whole  or  a  part,  sometimes  for  the  Homan 
empire,  for  God’s  people,  for  the  wicked, 
and  for  a  worldly  condition  or  state.”  “  It 
is  evident,”  then,  “  that  no  great  stress 
should,  in  this  argument,  be  laid  on  a  word 
so  vague  and  ambiguous  in  its  meaning.” — 
“  The  word  all  is  in  the  same  predicament.” 

P.  I  am  willing  to  grant,  for  the  sake  of 
giving  your  objection  all  possible  force,  that 
these  words  are  used  in  the  various  senses 
you  mention.  Not,  however,  that  1  believe 
the  word  world  is  ever  used  for  God’s  peo¬ 
ple  .as  distinguished  from  others.  What,  j 
then,  is  the  force  of  your  objection  ?  It  is 
plainly  this,  that  because  these  words  are 
sometimes  used  in  a  limited  sense,  they  may 
he  so  used  in  the  texts  1  have  quoted,  and 
that  you  are  at  liberty  to  put  this  construc¬ 
tion  upon  them,  if  you  please.  But, where  will 
this  principle  lead  us  ?  Let  iis  apply  it  to 
a  few  rases.  The  word  God  is  sometimes 
Tised  to  signify  a  civil  ruler  ;  therefore,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  principle  of  interpretation, 
it  may  be  so  understood  in  any  given  text. 
“  In  tlie  beginning  God  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,”  may  mean,  In  the  beginning 
a  civil  ruler  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth.  The  word  everlasting  is  sometimes 
used  to  signify  a  limited  duration  ;  there¬ 
fore,  it  may  be  so  understood  in  any  given 
text ;  and,  “  These  shall  go  away  into  ever¬ 
lasting  punishment,”  may  mean,  These 
shall  go  arvay  into  a  punishment  of  limited 
duration.  And  when  the  saints  are  promis¬ 
ed  everlasting  life,  it  may  mean,  a  life  of 
limited  duration.  And  when  Christ  is  styled 
the  “  Mighty  God^  the  Everlasting  Father,” 
it  may  mean,  the  mighty  civil  ruler^  the 
Father  of  a  limited  duration.  The  word 
salvation  is  sometimes  used  to  signify  de¬ 
liverance  from  a  temporal  calamity  ;  there¬ 
fore,  it  may  be  so  understood  in  any  given 
text,  and  there  may  he  no  salvation  but  de¬ 
liverance  from  temporal  calamities.  The 
word  resurrection  is  sometimes  used  to  sig¬ 
nify  regeneration ;  therefore,  it  may  he  so 
understood  in  any  given  text,  and  there  may 
be  no  resurrection  foretold  in  the  scriptures 
but  regeneration.  The  word  baptism  is 
sometimes  used  to  signify  sufferings  ;  there¬ 
fore,  it  may  be  so  understood  in  any  given 
text;  apd  the  command  to  the  apostles  to 


go  and  baptize  all  nations,  may  mean,  that 
they  should  go  and  iiiHict  sufTcnngs  upon 
all  nations.  A  prinrij^e  uf  mtcrpretaiion, 
which  leads  into  such  absurdities,  cannot 
be  admitted  as  a  correct  rule  of  interpret¬ 
ing  the  word  of  God.  Under  the  operation 
of  such  a  rule,  the  Bible  would  become,  as 
some  pretend  it  is,  a  hook  by  whieh  any 
lliiog  can  be  supported,  and  nothing  proved. 
Cvery  jiart  of  it  would  become  **  vague  aud 
ambiguous  in  its  meaning.” 

A.  Ilow  can  we  know,  then,  when  to  un¬ 
derstand  these  universal  terms  in  their  lim¬ 
ited  and  when  in  their  unlimited  sense  ? 

P.  When  a  universal  term  is  to  be  under¬ 
stood  in  a  restrieted  or  limited  sense,  that 
restriction  or  limitation  is  made  manifest^ 
by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  used,  or  by 
something  which  accompanies  it.  And 
this  is  a  general  rule  for  the  interjiretation 
of  seripture  :  The  scripture  means  as  it 
says;  that  is,  every  word  is  to  he  underr 
stood  in  its  plainest  and  most  obvious  sense, 
unless  the  manner  in  whieh  it  is  used,  or 
something  which  accompanies  it,  makes  it 
manifest^  that  it  is  used  in  that  instance,  in 
a  ditferent  sense.  If  this  is  not  the  way  in 
which  the  scripture  is  to  be  understood, 
how  shall  we  ever  know  what  the  scripture 
teaches,  on  any  subject?  And  more  espe¬ 
cially,  how  shall  plain,  unlearned  people 
know  any  thing  about  the  doctrines  of  the 
Bible  ?  The  Bible  was  intended  for  a  rev¬ 
elation.  It  was  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
ignorant,  and  for  children.  It  is  declared  to 
be  so  plain  that  he  that  runneth  may  read,  and 
the  way-faring  man,  though  a  fool,  need  not 
err.  But  if  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  a 
mistake  on  this  subject,  and  used  words  so 
“  vague  and  ambiguous  in  their  meaning,” 
that  no  dependence  can  he  placed  upon 
them,  “it  fails  of  being”  a  revdaiion^  “what¬ 
ever  may  have  been  intended.” 

A.  But  the  passage  you  mentioned  in  the 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  “  that  he  should 
taste  death  for  every  man,”  is  not  translated 
right.  The  original  is,  “  huper  pantos^  for 
all.  Man  is  not  in  the  text.  And  the 
question  is,  to  whom  this  all  refers.” 

P»  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  from  you 
there.  And  I  think  such  an  objection 
comes  with  a  bad  grace,  from  one  who 
claims,  that  the  translators  of  the  Bible  were 
of  the  same  opinion  with  himself,  on  the 
subject  of  the  atonement.  Pantos  is  an  ad¬ 
jective,  in  the  masculine  gender,  singular 
number,  and  roust  agree  with  some  noun, 
understood,  of  the  same  gender  and  num* 
The  word  men,  therefore,  is  undoifijt- 


I'itktich  of  a  Ccnfcssion  of  Faith* 


i4» 

fdly  the  word  understood,  and  was  pioper-  in  beginning  to  b<*  holy,  incji  are  no  more 
ty  sii|iplicd  by  our  translators.  Cut  if  yon  dependant,  nor  any  less  active  than  they 
object  to  iho  word  /flow,  I  am  willing  to  are  afterwards,  it  being  true  in  both  case« 
leave  it  out ;  and  then  the  literal  rendering  that  they  work  out  their  own  salvation  with 
ol  hv per  pantos  would  be  “/or  creri/ one  fear  and  trembling,  while  it  is  God  that 
and  the  most  natural  and  obvious  meaning  worketh  in  them  both  to  will  and  to  do  of 
would  be,  that  Christ  tasleil  death  for  every  his  good  pleasure. 

man,  woman  and  child,  ofour  race.  If  it  had  21.  That  the  new  heart  consists  in  holy 
i»een  for  all,  the  original  would  have  tieen  love,  and  that  no  principle,  taste  orprepar- 
/<u//cr //an/on,  in  the  plural.  But  even  that  edness,  which  is  antecedent  to  voluntary 
would  have,  been  ni>  better  for  your  cause.  exercise,  is  of  a  holy  nature  ;  both  holiness 
1  wish  also  to  make  an  observation  i  and  sin  consisting  in  voluntary  exercise,  and 
upOri  the  passage  fri>m  the  epistle  to  Tim-  i  in  nottiing  else. 

olhy,  “  Who  gave  himself  a  ransom /or  alZ.”  j  22.  That  men  are  justified  by  faith  alone 

“The  whole  stress  of  the  argument  here  is  ) . that  justifying  faith  is  not  an  assentof  th© 

upon  the  word  all ;  hut  our  brethren  who  >  understanding  to  the  truth,  nor  a  belief  that 
oppose  us  here  must  qualify  the  word  all,  |  Christ  died  for  us  in  particular,  but  a  cordial 
as  used  in  the  4lh  verse,  “who  will  have  |  reception  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  for 
all  men  to  be  saved,'’  and  therefore,  they  |  with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto  righte'> 
should  allow  us  to  do  the  same  in  the  6th.” 

P.  Not  at  all.  We  do  not  “qualify  the 
word  all,  as  used  in  the  4tb  verse.”  We 
believe  it  means  a/f,  in  both  verses.  There 
is  no  manifest  restriction  accompanying  it, 
in  either  case  ;  and  therefore,  we  protest 
against  any  such  restriction  being  put  upon  i  simply  by  being  the  appointed  coudition 
it,  by  any  human  authority.  upon  which  we  are  pardoned. 

Ji.  Thun  you  must  believe  that  ail  men  24.  That  in  justification  we  do  not  re-* 
will  actually  be  saved  !  ceivc  a  legal  discharge  as  a  matter  of  JuS'> 

P.  By  no  means.  We  believe  that  God  ;  tice,  in  conseqeence  of  om*  surety  having 
does,  in  itself  considered,  sincerely  desire  |  paid  our  debt,  nor  is  our  ill  desert  taken  a- 
the  salvation  of  all,  because  it  is,  in  itself,  t  way  in  consequence  of  his  having  satisfied 
very  desirable  that  all  should  he  saved.  But  i  distributive  justice  in  our  behalf,  but  wear© 
he  does  not,  on  the  whole,  all  things  con-  discharged  wholly  as  a  matter  of  grace, 
Hidered,  determine  to  save  all ;  because  it  which  is  a  free  favor  bestowed  on  the  ill 
is  not,  on  the  whole,  best  that  all  should  deserving. 

be  saved.  25.  That  although  faith  alone  is  the  con* 

Since,  therefore,  the  scriptures  plainly  dition  of  our  justification,  there  can  be  no 
declare,  that  “  God  so  loved  the  world,  justification  without  good  works,  justifying 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,”  and  faith  being  itself  an  exercise  of  the  new 
that,  “  He  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  heart,  which  is  the  source  from  which  all 
and  not  for  ours  only,  but  Tilso  for  the  sins  good  works  proceed, 
of  the  whole  world,'''  and  that  Christ  “  gave  26.  That  repentance  unto  life  is  a  sorrow 
himself  a  ransom/or  aW.”  “That  he  by  for  sin  on  account  of  its  own  evil  nature, 
the  grace  of  God  should  taste  death  for  ev-  and  that  a  sorrow  for  sin  arising  from  fear 
ery  man,"  that  he  “died  for  all,"  and  is  of  punishment,  or  hope  of  reward,  is  selfish 
“  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  and  wicked. 

sin  of  the  toorld"  and  that  some  who  per-  27.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  those  who  are 
ish,  “  bring  upon  themselves  swift  destruc-  converted  to  God,  to  make  a  public  profes- 
tion,”  by  “  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  sion  of  their  faith,  by  uniting  with  the  visible 
them  ;**  you  must  allow  me  to  believe  that  church,  and  that  none  ought  to  be  received 
Christ  did  not  die  for  the  elect  only,  but  into  the  church,  but  such  as  give  credible 
for  all  men.  «‘vidence  of  a  change  of  heart. 

23.  That  there  will  be  a  resurrec‘ion  of 
siLETCU  OP  A  CONFESSION  OP  FAITH.  the  dead,  both  of  the  just  and  the  unjust  ( 
(Concluded  from  page  .  that  there  will  be  a  day  of  jn  in 

We  lelieve,  which  all  the  deeds  of  men  v.  i'.l  be  I 

20.  That  in  passing  from  death  unto  life  into  view;  and  that  then  tli.**  '.ill 

arc  active  as  well  asdepcndant...M.lhat  be  received  into  heaveu,  and  the '.v;;  «ied 


ousness. 

25.  That  faith  does  not  justify  by  pro¬ 
ducing  an  interchange  of  character  between 
us  and  Christ,  so  that  our  sins  become  his, 
and  his  righteousness  ours ;  no  such  trans- 
!  fer  of  sin  and  holiness  being  possible,  but 


Vt'ill  be  daonicil  to  suffer  eternal  misery  in 
hell. 

29.  That  the  scriptures  arc  to  be  under¬ 
stood  according  to  llicir  plainest  and  most 
obvious  import;  that  all  scripture  is  given 
by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  prolitahle  ; — 
that  all  ll»e  doctrines  of  the  gospel  ouglU  to 
be  preached  plainly  and  pointedly,  wheth¬ 
er  uieu  will  hear  or  whether  they  will  for¬ 
bear  ;  and  that  those  who  keep  hack  the 
truth  from  fear  of  giving  offence,  will  be 
charged  with  the  blood  of  souls. 


STATE  or  RELIGION  JN  THE  SYNOD  OF 
GENEVA. 

>Thc  committee  appointed  to  draft  n  con¬ 
nected  narrative  of  the  state  of  religion 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of  Geneva, 
convened  at  Auburn,  Oct.  20,  1C20,  re¬ 
port  : — 

That  the  accounts  from  the  several  Pres¬ 
byteries  on  this  suhiect  are  very  general, 
&nd  disclose  hut  few*  interesting  facts ; — 
which,  together  with  the  circuinstanee, 
that  but  a  little  more  than  half  a  year  is 
embraced  in  this  levicw,  will  necessarily 
render  this  statement  very  brief. 

It  does'  not  appear  that  any  material 
change  has  taken  place  since  tlie  last  rn«*«*t- 
ing  of  the  Synod.  Ministers  of  fh<‘  (ios- 
f.el  ire  laboring  with  their  usual  diligence, 
and  the  public  worship  ofGod  outlie  Sab¬ 
bath  is  regularly  attended.  Meetings  for 
social  prayer  and  religious  ronference,  are 
Still  kept  up,  and  the  monthly  concert  for 
prayer  is  generally  o!>S'*rreil.  Sabbath 
schools,  bihle  classes,  and  catechetical  in* 
structions  are  more  or  less  attended  in 
most  of  our  congregations,  and  are  exerting 
a  salutary  influence.  Many  of  our  churches, 
in  compliance  witli  the  recoinineiidntion  of  ! 
this  Synod  and  of  the  General  Assembly, 
have  assembled,  together  rvith  their  bap¬ 
tized  children,  for  special  prayer  and  reli¬ 
gious  instruction  ;  and  it  is  much  to  he  re¬ 
gretted  that  an  object  so  interesting  and 
important,  has  not  yet  commanded  the  at¬ 
tention  of  alt  our  churches. 

From  the  great  scarcity  of  money,  the 
eontribiilions  to  charitable  institutions  for 
spreading  the  gospel,  are  not  so  large  as  in 
former  years.  But  it  is  thought  there  is 
■  i»t  a  less  proportion  contributed.  In  one 
or  more  of  these  institutions,  almost  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  onr  churches,  fe¬ 
male  as  much  as  male,  are  embodied  for 
this  work  of  faith  and  love.  In  almost  ev¬ 


ery  county  within  our  hounds  is  a  Bible 
ciety,  which,  while  it  augments  with  its 
contributions,  tlie  funds  of  the  great  nation¬ 
al  institution,  becomes  an  active  distributor 
of  its  bounty.  Much  is  done  by  IBissiuna- 
ry  Societies,  for  nursing  the  infant  churahes 
within  our  own  borders,  with  the  pare  milk 
of  the  word  ;  as  well  as  for  sending  the 
hcraldo  of  salvatic.n  abroad  to  the  heathen. 
And  in  order  that  these  may  be.ilulv  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  great  work,  two  beautiful  sis^ 
ter  institutions  are.  rapidly  growing  up  a- 
mong  us.  We  advert  to  the  W#*stero  I^lu* 
cation  Society,  w  hith  has  now  on  its  funds 
about  forty  beneficiaries;  and  the  Theolo¬ 
gical  Seminary  w  hich  though  it  has  not  yet 
gone  into  opcratiiui,  is  rapiiily  fo-ogiessiiig 
towa*-d  so  desirable  an  event.  These  two 
institutions  bid  fair  to  be  the  glory  of  this 
noithern  section  of  the  Presbyteriai^ 
Cbuich.  With  regard  to  these  pious  ex¬ 
ertions,  we  may  farther  add,  tliat  the  libe.- 
ral  soul  wliich  deviseth  liberal  tb.i.ng,s,  where 
it  has  no  money  to  bestow,  is  prompt  to 
appropriate  of  those  bounties  of  Providence, 
with  which  our  country  is  so  abundanfl}'' 
replenished.  Much  is  done  for  forwarding 
the  education  of  our  pious  young  men,  in 
furiiialiing  hoard,  and  clothes,  and  loslruc- 
Mon.  And  to  the  honor  of  our  sisters  in 
Gbri.st,  we  notice  that  in  a  large  partofoin' 
churches,  boxes  of  clothes  have  Inmn  sent, 
or  are  about  to  be  sent,  to  assist  those  la¬ 
boring  among  our  Indian  tribes.  Though 
we  who  are  in  every  way  so  much  indebt¬ 
ed,  havo  no  m  casioii  for  pride,  yet  we  have, 
abundant  occasion  for  holy  joy  and  grati¬ 
tude  to  God,  in  view  of  this  w  idely  extend¬ 
ed  and  complicated  league  of  love  and 
mercy. 

F rom  the  Preshj/tery  of  no  re*> 

port  on  the  state  of  religion  has  been  re¬ 
ceived. 

In  the  Preshtlcry  of  Genesee  it  is  reported 
that  the  greater  part  of  our  churches  are 
in  a  bike  warm  slate — that  the  want  of  mirr- 
istors  is  se\erely  felt — that  some  of  our 
churches  scarcely  hear  a  sermon  from  a- 
ny  of  our  older  in  the  course  of  a  year — 
and  that  from  every  quarter  is  he..rd  the 
Macedonian  cry,  “  come  over  and  help  us.” 
To  alleviate  this  general  gloom,  in  a  few 
instances,  the  Spirit  has  been  poured  out, 
and  a  goodly  number  hopefully  brought 
from  the  darkness  of  nature  into  God’s 
marvelous  light.  In  West  Gainsville  a  sea¬ 
son  of  refreshing  has  been  experienced-— 
eighteen  have  been  added  to  the  church, 
and  several  others  indulge  the  hope  of  re^ 
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4'onrlViation  to  Gotl.  The  cIiuitIi  at  riiinn 
Jias  also  been  visitfd,  and  fiftnnu  or  tu'ent\ 
liopet’olly  converted.  in  the  churches  ot 
PiUcand  Sj)uth  Pembroke,  Ihrre  has  oe*  r 
an  iiiutsoal  reli.;ious  exciteaiient.  and  strong 
hopes  are  entertained  ot*  a  revival. 

In  the  Fnsbijhnj  of  Rorkesfer  it  appears 
that  vital  rcli;i;iuo  has  declined  in  several 
ctnigregatiorib ;  but  io  some  it  lias  lieen 
bopefully  revived.  In  East  Riga  there  has 
been  an  awakening,  and  forty  have  been 
added  to  the  church  ;  and  they  are  now 
earnestly  desirous,  and  have  the  proscect 
of  soon  enjoying  the  stated  administration 
of  the  gospel. 

Thiou"h  the  Presh^Ury  of  Ontario,  iheve 
ap|)ears  less  of  the  power  of  Godliness  than 
formerly. 

In  the  Presbytery  of  Bath  there  are  no 
jnstanccs  of  general  awakening,  as  in  times 
past ;  yet  is  there  reason  to  believe  that 
they  feel  the  salutary  effects  of  previous 
outpourings  of  the  Spirit  in  some  of  their 
churches. 

The  account  of  tho  state  of  religion  in 
the  Presbytery  of  Geneva  i-s  encouraging, 
though  it  contains  no  distinct  mention  of  a 
revival. 

In  Ithac.i,  Aulnjin  and  Berkshire,  of  the 
Preshytety  of  Cayuga,  there  have  been 
made,  since  the  last  meeting  of  Syimd, 
considerable  additions  to  the  church  of 
C'hiist. 

The  churches  of  Momer,  Truxtoti  and 
Smilhfield  have  been  greatly  augmented 
within  the  last  six  months.  Some  other  of 
the  churches  of  the  Presbytery  of  Ononda¬ 
ga,  have  experienced,  though  in  a  smaller 
degree,  a  season  of  refreshing.  In  all  these 
a  work  of  renewing  ainl  saving  grace  seem¬ 
ed  to  lie  going  on  at  the  time  of  the  last 
meeting  of  Synod.  Of  late  a  similar  work 
has  commenced  in  Cazeoovia. 

Three  of  the  number  of  our  ministers 
have  Hnished  tlir-ir  coiiise,  viz:  The  Rev. 
Eleazar  Fairhiinks,  of  the  Presbyti  ry  of  Ge¬ 
neva  ;  the  Rev.  Joshua  Johnson,  and  the 
Rev.  Eluathan  Walker,  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Onondaga.  They  di»‘d,  it  is  said,  in  the 
triumphs  of  faith.  “  Blessed  are  the  dead 
who  die  in  the  Lord  from  heneeforth  ;  yea 
aaith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from 
their  labors  and  their  works  do  follow  them.” 

May  survivors  in  the  Christian  ministry 
duly'  attend  to  the  solemn  call,  “  Be  ye  al¬ 
so  ready  and  may  all  in  the  private  walks 
of  life,  who  e.njoy  tbo  means  of  grace,  be 
careful  to  give  all  diligence  in  making  their 
calling  and  election  suce. 


Synod. 

Extracts  from  the.  Narrative  of  Ike  State  of 

iUligion  within  the  hound.s  of  the  Synod  of 

JAhany :  read  and  adopted  at  their  Annual 

\iVi€iing  in  Jiroxonville,  Stpl.  \bth,  1840. 

Tim  .Synod  of  Albany  is  made  up  of  sev¬ 
en  P^L•^bytcries  ;  and  to  have  a  clear  and 
correcl  view  of  the  state  of  religieri,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  retrace  the  Providence  of 
Liod  during  the  past  year,  to  each  of  lhcs» 
Presbyteries  ;  commencing  with  that  of  St. 
Lawrence.  The  Synod  are  very  happy  to 
have  it  in  their  power  Instate  :  That  in  the 
large,  comparatively  new,  and  in  many  re¬ 
spects,  important  part  of  the  country  with¬ 
in  the  bounds  of  this  Presbytery,  thcie  has 
been  :i  very  visible  and  pleasing  change  ia 
the  state  of  morals.  They  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  sec  the  Lord's  day  profanerl 
by  forbidden  labor  ;  and  w  ho,  in  the  public 
service  of  God,  have  met  with  only  a  few 
of  Zion’s  worshippers,  now  tell  us  of  order, 
regularity,  and  very  visibly  aa  increasing 
desire  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  to  at¬ 
tend  upon  all  the  ordinary  means  of  Grace. 
It  is  with  pleasure  the  Synod  state,  that 
moral  order  pervades,  in  a  good  degree,  tbo 
military  stationed  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Presbytery  ;  that  they  have  been  supplied 
with  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  man¬ 
ifest  some  disposition  to  attend  upon  tiiiC 
means  of  Grace. 

In  the  Presbytery  of  Champlain  the  state 
of  religion  is,  on  the  w’hole,  favorable  in 
those  places  which  enjoy  the  stated  means 
of  grace.  Upon  Potsdam  and  Lorain  God 
has  begun  to  pour  down  the  influence  of 
his  Holy  Spirit ;  and  the  effects  are  already* 
very  visible. 

To  the  Presbytery  of  Oneida,  God  has 
manifested  himself  again  in  ways  of  mercy. 
With  only  one  or  two  exceptions  the  con¬ 
gregations  under  their  care  have  been  more 
than  ordinarily  engaged  in  religion  during 
the  past  year;  and  seveial  of  them  blessed 
with  the  special  presence  and  work  of  God. 
Upon  Holland  Patent,  Clinton,  Newr-Hart- 
ford,  Whitesboroiigh, Utica,  Westmoreland, 
Mount  Vernon,  Litchfield  and  Union,  the 
Lord  has  rained  down  righteousness,  and 
many  precious  souls  have  been  quickened 
by  the  vivifying  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Passing  on  to  the  Presbytery  of  Otsego, 
wc  are  still  able  to  murk  the  footsteps  and 
the  victories  of  the  King  of  kings.  Partic¬ 
ularly  in  Cooperstowrn  and  Sheibiirne  the 
Lord  has  appeared  for  the  salvation  of  many. 

From  Otsego,  we  come  to  the  Presbyte¬ 
ry  of  Albany.  Here  have  been  gathered 
many  trophies  of  the  Cross  during  the  fast 


i53  Peformed  Dutch  Church. •^Soulh  Sea  hlands.^Dr.  JV/arfcV.^ou/.— 

year.  In  ten  contiguous  toivns  there  have  other;  those  toward  each  extremity  beiurf 
beenspecialand  poweit’ulre^ival^ofreligion.  about  100  feet  (roni  the  ends  of  the  bouse. 
But  more  particularly  at  Saraloj^a  Springs,  It  is  filled  with  forms,  except  an  area  be- 
Blalta,  Stillwater,  Ballston,  Kast  Galway,  lore  each  pulpit,  and  laid  with  dry  grass. 
West  Galway,  Amsterdam  and  Sfhenecta-  The  ratters  are  covered  with  a  fine  kind 
ihe  work  has  been  overwhelming.  of  fringed  matting,  whicli  is  hound  on 
In  the  Presbytery  of  Columbia  God  has  with  cords  of  various  colors,  in  a  very 
alsa  made  bare  bis  arm  for  the  salvation  of  neat  manner. 

sinners.  At  Schaghticoke,  North  Pillbinw  n  prodigious  length  of  this  place, 

and  at  Nassau,  nior.  than  one  hundred  Rive  j,  ;  !,ul  is  su|.|,ostd 

hupcful  c»iileucc  of  being  born  ol  lOt).  ||,j(  j'ojnarn,  having  acknutrlpdgoil  llie 
The  same  shower  that  watercllhe  vineyard  ilelermiiied 

in  the  Presby  tery  of  Albany,  was  spread  building  crecle.l  for  his  honor, 

out  over  these  places.  In  Latisingburgl.  ^  fortnerly 

there  has  been  more  than  an  ordinary  at-  j,,  ,,  f  country. 


DR.  MORSn  S  TOl'U. 

By  the  exertions  of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Morse; 
in  his  late  tour,  Bible  and  Tract  8ocie< 
tics,  were  formed  at  Mackinaw  and 
Giccn-Bay,  and  he  is  authorized  to  in- 
gage  a  minister  and  three  instructors  for 
."dackinaw,  where  a  subscription  ade¬ 
quate  to  Ihe  support  of  a  clergyman  her 
already  been  made. 


Extracts  from  the  report  of  the  General  Sejr.od 
of  the  [if formed  Dutch  Church  in  jVorth 
mdinericci. 

JVew~Yorl-y  June,  18^0. 
From  a  general  view  it  appears,  that  the 
Dutch  Church  was  never  in  a  more  prosper¬ 
ous  state  in  this  country  ;  that  it  never  had 
brighter  prospects  ;  and,  Iherefore,  that  its 
nu-mbers  have  never  been  more  loudly 
called  upon  to  observe  and  acknowledge, 
that  the  hand  of  God  has  been  stretched 
out  in  their  behalf. 

But,  though  “die  L'Td  has  done  great 


I  THE  GOOD  PREACHER. 

I  Would  I  describe  a  preacher,  such  as  Paul, 
Were  he  on  earth,  would  hear,  approve  and  own, 
Paul  shouM  himselt'  direct  me.  I  would  tr.ice 
His  master  .strokes,  and  draw  from  his  design. 

;  I  would  express  him  simpla,  grave,  sincere ; 

In  doctrine  uncorrupt ;  in  language  plain ; 
i  And  plain  in  manner.  Decent,  solemn,  chaste, 
And  natural  in  jesture.  Much  impressed 
Himself,  as  conscious  of  his  awful  charge, 

And  anxious  mainly  that  the  Hock  he  feede 
May  feet  it  too.  Alfectionate  in  look, 

An«l  tender  in  address,  as  well  becomes 
A  messenger  of  grace  to  guilty  men. 

COWPEK.' 


fiOYAL  MISSION  CHAPEL  AT  OTAHF.ITE. 

Pomare  has  lately  erected  a  very  long 
building  at  Papaoa,  and  devoted  it  to  the 
Meetings  of  (he  Missionary  Society,  which 
was  formed  last  year.  I’he  building  we 
denominate  the  **  Royal  Mission  Chapel.” 

It  is  712  feet  long  by  54  wide.  The 
ridgepole,  or  middle,  is  supported  by  36 
massy  pillars  of  the  Bread-Fruit  Tree. — 
The  outside  posts  all  round  the  house  are 
280.  It  has  133  wrindows  of  sliding  shut-' 
ters,  and  29  doors.  Toe  ends  are  of  a  se¬ 
micircular  form.  There  are  three  sqnan 
pulpits,  about  260  feet  apart  from  one  aii 


To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Theological  Semina»’y,  page  134,  add — 
Kev.  Messrs.  Squier  and  Smith,  Niagara 
Presbytery.  And, 

Duct.  Ensworth,  Rochester  Presbytery. 
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